LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A great way to thank your legislator for help on one of Texas PTA’s legislative priorities is to submit a letter to the editor to your local newspaper. 

Letters to the editor should be no longer than 150 words, can usually be emailed or faxed, and are often only accepted if you live within the distribution area of the newspaper. Check with your newspaper for their policies as they may differ slightly. 

In general, a good letter to the editor begins with the message – in our case thanking your legislator for his/her leadership/hard work on behalf of __________ our bill.  It should have a statement about why the bill matters to you and to Texas PTA. It should close with a thank you.

Below is a sample for your use. 

Kudos to Sen./Rep. _______ for his leadership on behalf of HB _____, the ______ _______ bill. I am a member of Texas PTA, the largest child advocacy organization in Texas, and this bill was one of our top priorities this session. The bill was important to us because (include a couple of statistics or talking points from PTA fact sheets or your personal reason for wanting the bill to pass) _________________________. Sen./Rep. ___________ worked tirelessly to pass this bill. Thank you Sen./Rep. ____________. You’ve made a difference for Texas families.

Visit the Legislative page of the Texas PTA Web site to view sample thank-you letter to the legislators.  These samples are for legislators who worked on health care related issues for another client, but they are good examples of a standard letter.  
For a list of priority legislation and the legislators who sponsored the bills, please review the “End of Session” alert on the Texas PTA legislative page.
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